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® By the end of 2020, China has 1.41 billion population in 34 provinces
(2845 counties) with 902.2 million urban population, sharing 63.89%
of the total.

® GDP 13.95 trillion$, world’s 2nd largest economic body, BUT per
capita GDP is 9855.6 $ in 2020, No. 63 in the world.

® Per capita disposal income 4419.5%, urban residents versus Rural
residents is 6018.4%: 2352.2$.

Fig. 1 Population distribution in China, 2020
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® China has experienced a shift from a centrally-planned economy (1949-
1977) to a market-oriented economy (1978-until now).

® The beginning of the 215 century has seen a shift from urban-biased
policy to complete support of agriculture, villages, and peasants.

® China launched Rural Revitalization Strategy in 2017 to build up a
prosperous rural society.
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Provinces in the Eastern China are head of the central and
western provinces in terms of socioeconomic development.

Fig. 2 Urbanization and rural per capita GDP in China, 1990-2018




® China has experienced rapid urbanization growth since the late 1990s
with the urbanization rate reaching 51.83% in 2011, and 65.22% in 2022.

® Rural population has been decreasing continuously from 790.14 million
in 1978 to 509.79 million in 2020, with an average annual decrease of
1.04%.

Fig. 3 Rural and urban population in China between 1952 to 2020
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® The number of rural employments decreases steadily comparing with
the increasing employments in urban areas.

® Since 2014, the country’s primary industry employment share has been
lower than that of the secondary industry.

® The number of migrant peasant workers reached 172 million by 2021

Fig. 4 Employment and industrial development in China, 1952-2020
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Numerous rural-urban migrations are seen moving from less

developed places of the Central and Western China to well developed
regions in the Eastern China.

Fig. 5 Population mobility in China based on 6" population census

Legend (million)

Total interprovincial

inmigration Interprovincial L/
Below 1.0 migration
1.0-1.5 —0.5-1.0 N e Xiske i '
1.5-2.0 —1.0-15 ; "
20-3.0 —1.5-20 -

“.un.‘m t. / The Namha Idash

30-4.0 *20-25 o 35 700km *
Above 4.0 = Above 2.5 1 Y ™ -




Young laborers outmigration

® The average age of migrant peasant workers 1s 36.8

® Pcople less than 40 years shares 65.8% of the total peasant workers

Table 1. Age composition of China’s peasant workers (%)

Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Age
16-20 2.6 2.4 2.0 1.6 1.6
21-30 27.3 25.2 23.1 21.1 19.6
31-40 22.5 24.5 25.5 26.7 27.0
41-50 26.3 25.5 24.8 24.2 24.5

Over 50 21.3 22.4 24.6 26.4 27.3

Data source : Monitoring report of peasant workers,
National Statistics of China




Hollowing-out villages

The emergence of “hollowing-out villages” when there are
depopulation and much vacant and abandoned land in China




Aged smallholders

® Houschold contract responsibility system creates 210 million
households and each manages less than 1 ha arable land.

® 23.81% of rural residents are over 60 and 105 million are engaged in
agricultural production.

® Pcasants with education attainment blow primary school shares
43.4%

Laiyuan, Hebei province Haiyuan, Ningxia Autonomous Region

Data source: Third national agriculture census, 2016



Left-behind population

SOCIOLOGY

Rural China is no country for old people

Erosion of families sparks an epidemic of suicides among the elderly

By Kathleen Mclaughlin,
in Zhangriafie, China

arly before breakfast one summer

morning in 2014, Xiang Yougyu

stepped outside her family home

in this bucolic mountain village

and hanged herself from an orange

tree a few feet from the front door.
Xiang, then 74, had some minor health
complaints, and was a “sensitive” person,
says her husband, Shu Haogui. “She took
things too hard” But he never
imagined she would take her
own life.

The tree where Xiang killed
herself has been cut down, and
life in the village carries on
much as it has for the past few
decades. As in other parts of
rural China, its mostly empty-
nesters who do the farming here.
Young and able-bodied people,
like Shu's 20-year-old grandson,
migrate to cities for work as Chi-
nas epic urbanization rolls on.
The shift has brought prosper-
ity, but sociologists also blame
it for a troubling rise in elderly
suicide rates.

“A lot of people say elder
suicide is a natural thing.
This rate we are seeing is
not natural” says Jing Jun of
Tsinghua University in Beijing.
Worldwide, suicide rates are
highest among people over 70,
according to the World Health
Organization (WHO); in the

Polytechnic University and colleagues de-
scribe how elderly Chinese “face a number
of challenges with respect to maintaining a
positive view of themselves” As economic
development and urbanization lure able-
bodied young people out of villages and
into Chinas massive migrant workforee,
many elderly people are left behind to fend
for themselves.

The exodus includes the young women
who once helped care for the elderly. In
the past, a daughter-in-law was expected

Shu Haogui's wife hanged herself from an orange treewhen shewas 74 yearsold.
She was “sensitive” hesays, buthe neverimagined she would take herown life.

gap in basic care for elderly people. The
problem will only worsen: Roughly 15%
of China’s population today is more than
60 years old; by 2050, that is expected to rise
to 39%.

China’s new 5-year plan acknowledges
that the countrys aging population is a
paramount concern. Beginning next year,
the central government will gradually hike
the official retirement age to 55 for women
and 60 for men—a move that could help
seniors in those age groups feel less iso-
lated and more valuable to soci-
ety. But those who study China’s
elderly say much more must be
done, such as building more
elderly care facilities and fill-
ing gaps in the national health
insurance program. In Beijing,
the waitlist for nursing home
facilities is 7 years long, Jing
says. In the countryside, nurs-
ing homes are even scarcer. “In
a culture that plays up filial pi-
ety, it just contradicts every cul-
tural expectation we have” Jing
says. “There has to be another
way of thinking about getting
old in China”™

Sociologist Zhou Liang of the
Xiangya School of Medicine in
Hunan is experimenting with
ways to engage elderly people
and reduce their isolation. Ini-
tially, his team tried creating
community groups in rural
areas. The researchers found,
however, that those most at risk
of suicide did not participate.

China's elder suicide
rates in the countryside
(47 per 100,000 over 65)
are 3 times higher than
those in the US (15 per
100,000).

Ref. McLaughlin, K.
Science 352, 283 (2016).



Left-behind population

® One fourth of the left-behind children have phone chat with their
parents, but half of the conversation ends in 3 mins.

® [ cft-behind children tend to be precocious than their peers
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Rural decline as a global tendency
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Literatures related to rural decline

As early as in the 1960s, concerns about rural renewal were formally
expressed in the US (Anding and Gustafson, 1968).

Similar expressions such as rural decline, community destruction,
“dying” rural communities, marginal community, “hollowing out” of the
countryside and vacating places were put forward successively to
describe the downward spiral of decreasing employment, depopulation,
economic depression and deteriorating quality of life in the countryside
(Gallaher and Padfield, 1980; Forth, 2000; Ono, 2005; Carr and Kefalas,
2009; L1 et al., 2016; Koning et al., 2021).

Li, Y.H. et al., Journal of Rural Studies (2019)
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Revitalize the
world’s countryside

A rural revival is needed to counter urbanization across
the globe, say Yansui Liu and Yuheng Li.

rhantzation gets a kot of attention.

Most counlries are expanding Seir

citics to boos! Setr cconomices and
Iiving standasds’. The propartion of peo-
ple living In urban aneas around the world
rose from 33% in 1960 10 54% In 2016, with
particular growth In Ast and Afric. But
ine tlendant rural decine barely gets a
mention. In most regions, cosntryside
communtics are becoming ks viadic, even

whin thelr popuiations e sowty ristng, too.

In (xina, for cxampie, these trends are
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peasal workess — most of whom ame poung
and M — lefl Setr home villages and lowrs
for citles. Work was the main reascn: the
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Revitalize the world’s countryside

Yansui Liu & Yuheng Li
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A rural revival is needed to counter urbanization across the globe, say Yansui Liu and
Yuheng Li.
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® Rural decline is an inevitable
process and a global tendency.

® A rural revival 1s needed to
counter urbanization across the

globe.
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Li, Y.H. et al., Journal of Rural Studies (2019)



Presentation structure

1 Urbanization and rural evolution in China

2 Some knowledge about Rural decline

3 Rural revitalization strategy and its effect



industries

Well-off
Eco-living livelihood

Rural Effective
Rural revitalization strategy was civilization

put forward during the 19% CPC’s
national congress in 2017

Institutional innovation is needed to promote integrated urban-rural
development, and speed up agricultural and rural modernization.



® RRS has three-step goals: to establish institutional framework
and policy system 2018-2022; to achieve “decisive progress on
rural revitalization” by 2035 and “fully rejuvenation with well-off
farmers and strong agriculture sectors” by 2050.

National Rural Revitalization Administration
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® Land consolidation shifts from
land fragmentation to large scale
cultivated land for commercial
crops and fruits

Fuping, Hebei province



Share-based cooperatives, Xiaoguan village, Hebei province
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® Agricultural management system innovation brings aging
smallholders together with increased resilience against challenges
and expected risks

Li, Y. H. et al., Bottom-up initiatives and revival in the face of rural decline: Case studies from China and Sweden.
Journal of Rural Studies 2016, 47:506-513



Thanks for your attention

Questions?



