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WUR 

50 miles southeast 
of Amsterdam



WUR  Life Sciences and Innovations

The brain trust for agri-food and 

environmental sector

▪Science - education - market driven innovations

▪Systemic Approach and Interdisciplinary Science 

▪UN - Sustainable Development Goals



• 36% to Germany and Belgium
• Increase to Japan, Morocco, Poland, Russia, China 

The Netherlands feeding the World 



Dutch Knowledge & Innovation Strategy

Huge mirrors stretch across the countryside: extraordinary 
greenhouse complexes and climate control farms

More than half the country area is used for agriculture & 
horticulture.

Exporting high-quality agricultural materials, knowledge & technology

Agricultural machines, fertilisers, special climate control systems and 
applications for the food industry, greenhouse materials 

Knowledge export to boost the sustainability of world food supply, 
climate change, circular economy, bio-economy, food waste and loss etc. 



Explore the potential of nature to improve quality of life



Strategic Plan WUR 2019-2022



Our ambition: 

Education & research with impact



Investment themes 

Connected 

circularity

The protein 

transition

Digital twins

Strategic Research and Investment themes 

Research themes 

▪ Circular and climate-neutral

▪ Food security and valuing 

water

▪ Nature inclusive and 

landscape 

▪ Safe and healthy

▪ Data driven and high tech
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“Hot issues” and needs in Eastern Europe

▪ Rural development, regional innovation, 

▪ Urban sustainability, metropolitan areas   

▪ Food security (incl. veterinary)  

▪ Circular agriculture & Bio-economy  

▪ Resilience and Climate change (water & soil) 

▪ Nature and biodiversity 

▪ Horticulture and organic agriculture 

▪ Agro-economics and value chains

▪ Precision-farming 



Types of activities and funding 
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Research

EU funds
EU contracts 
Bilateral programs
Structural funds 

Education

MSc& BSc
Post-graduate 
courses & PhDs 
Erasmus +

Value creation

Regional clusters
Start-ups 
Regional/Local 
Capacity Building
Trainings 



EU Funding for R&D
European Research Area

• 231 funded projects (43 coordinating) 
• Success rate ~22% while for EU 13%
• EU contribution 128 million euro

79.00 bln. €



Success factors for funding:

Agro-Food Systems and Ecosystems services  

Regional development 
& spatial use

Sustainable 
soil use

Climate & living environment

Water management 

Nature & biodiversity

Geo-information& Earth 
Observation



The Triple Helix 

Government

Science

Busniess

Society

Collaboration government, businesses, research and education



Food Valley project

▪ Food Valley Network Society

▪ Food Valley Region

Collaboration:

● Business

● Education & research 

● Government

● Partnerships

● Innovation

● Facility sharing

http://www.foodvalley.nl/

http://www.regiofoodvalley.nl
/

...Science with impact...

http://www.foodvalley.nl/
http://www.regiofoodvalley.nl/


Cooperation at the campus level
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University
• Education and training
• Fundamental and strategic

research

Research institutes
• Strategic and applied research 
• Pre-competitive & confidential

projects

Spin-offs / SME
• Innovation
• Entrepreneurship
• New companies

(Inter)national companies
• R&D departments
• Shared facilities
• Joint activities



International collaboration

Russia 
33 projects 

300 
publications 



Partnerships: Eastern borders of the EU





Спасибо  

и до скорой встречи! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ue5UAFEq_z8
&feature=youtu.be

…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ue5UAFEq_z8&feature=youtu.be

